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Faculty  and  student  representatives  of  fifteen  Middle  Western  Universities  in  conference  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  October  15,  1922,  planning  for  participation  in  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  student  work  in  Asia. 


One  of  the  sixteen  annual  Student  Conferences  held  in  China  in  1921. 

STUDENTS  OF  CHINA 

^  “The  situation  in  China  is  parallel  to  that  which  prevailed  in 
Japan  in  the  late  ’80’s.  There  is  this  difference.  The  Renais¬ 
sance  movement  found  Japan  without  a  student  Christian  move¬ 
ment.  Suppose  she  had  had  such  a  movement  and  that  it  had 
been  able  to  Christianize  her  renaissance;  Japan  might  have 
been  a  Christian  country  by  now.  China’s  renaissance  movement 
finds  her  with  a  strong  Student  Christian  Movement  in  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  This  movement  is  well 
organized  locally  and  nationally  and  it  enjoys  a  wide  open  en¬ 
trance  into  both  government  and  mission  schools.  It  must  not 
fail  to  press  its  unique  and  unparalleled  opportunity  in  the  schools 
at  this  time  of  China’s  renaissance.” — Dr.  John  R.  Mott,  Chair¬ 
man  World’s  Christian  Student  Federation. 

^  “In  China  the  cities  dominate  the  country.  In  the  cities  in 
this  changeful  time  the  young  dominate  the  rest  of  society. 
Among  the  young  it  is  the  educated  who  lead.  So  that  in  all 
China  there  is  no  element  so  worth  while  for  us  to  work  with  or 
encourage  as  the  university  students.  For  American  students, 
whose  country  is  tranquil,  to  reach  a  helpful  hand  to  Chinese 
students,  whose  country  must  traverse  a  stormy  passage  before 
coming  into  smooth  waters,  is  a  right  brotherly  thing  to  do.” — 
Dr.  F.  A.  Ross,  Professor  of  Sociology,  University  of  Wisconsin. 

^  “You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  1  think  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
work  in  (Jiina  is  exceptionally  effective.  1  wish,  however,  that 
you  would  make  a  bigger  ‘drive’  in  your  service  for  the  students 
in  government  institutions.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  in  most 
respects  the  biggest  single  job  your  Association  can  do  in  China 


(hiring  the'  next  twenty  years.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  should 
do  it  alone,  but  that  you  should  furnish  the  plan,  make  the  appeal 
and  really  put  it  over.” — Dr.  Kenyon  L.  Butterfield,  President 
M  ass.  Agricultural  College;  Member  China  Educational  Com¬ 
mission. 

^  “The  Young  Alen’s  and  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciations  have  rightly  been  requested  by  the  missions  to  make  these 
students  their  special  care,  and  they  are  doing  so.  The  fact 
that  they  are  interdenominational,  that  they  are  not  churches, 
that  they  ccmibine  educational,  recreational  and  social  features 
with  their  religious  work,  that  they  are  a  natural  medium  for 
interschool  relationships,  and  that  they  have  already  popularity 
and  prestige  with  the  government  and  private  schools,  makes 
them  the  natural  leaders  in  coordinating  the  work  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  forces  for  this  important  group.” — Extract  from  Report  of 
the  China  Educational  Comm.,  1921-1922. 


THE  STUDENT 
FIELD  IN 
CHINA 


^  The  student  field  in  China  consists 
of  1,612  high  schools,  colleges  and 
universities,  enrolling  183,020 
students.  Of  these  170,376  are 
P.  c.  Hsu,  Student  Secretary  in  Peking,  stuclents  in  government  institutions. 


^  To-day  there  are  student  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
in  176  of  these  schools  and  colleges,  with  a  membership  of  21,470. 

^  The  Associations  are  located  within  these  institutions  as  a  recog¬ 
nized  part  of  student  life  and  promote  the  following  activities: 
Summer  conferences  for  fellowship  and  inspiration;  Bible  dis¬ 
cussion  groups;  religious  meetings;  church  attendance  and 
membershij);  athletics  and  recreation;  programs  for  wholesome 
social  life;  social  service,  including  schools  for  poor  boys  and 
college  servants,  public  lectures  on  hygiene  and  sanitation,  relief 
for  ricksha  coolies,  cooperation  in  famine  relief,  leadership  in 
Boy  Scout  groups,  etc. 

^  American  and  luiropean  national  Christian  Student  leaders, 
after  visiting  China,  report  that  some  of  the  strongest  student 
Christian  Associations  in  the  world  are  to  be  found  in  China. 


STUDENTS  OF  INDIA 


^  WKy  are  American  Association  Student  Secretaries  needed  in  India  ? 

^  BECAUSE  India  today,  at  the  threshold  of  great  political 
development,  is  a  nation  in  the  making. 


^  BECAUSE  she  is  entering  upon  a  new  day  politically,  having 
been  granted  a  much  larger  share  in  self-government.  This 
places  a  severe  strain  upon  her  leaders. 

“Tides  and  currents  of  new  thought  and  life  are  sweeping  through  the  country — polit¬ 
ical,  social,  economic,  moral,  religious.  The  problem  is  baffling.  The  problem  is— 

Can  the  non-Christian  faiths  produce  the  honesty,  efficiency,  unity  and  leadership 
necessary  for  responsible  government?’’ — Sherwood  Eddy. 

BECAUSE  the  60,000  college  students  under  the  leadership  of 
Mohondas  K.  Gandhi  are  surging  with  a  new  spirit  of  independ¬ 
ence  and  patriotism.  Less  than  12  percent  of  the  330,000,000 
people  are  literate.  These  students  will  be  the  leaders  of  the 
great  new  India  that  is  to  be.  Can  they  stand  the  strain  of 
leadership.^ 

“Religion  and  morality  are  the  indispensable  support  of  political  prosperity.’’ — George 
Washington. 


^  BECAUSE  the  Indian  leaders  are  asking  America  to  send  them 
trained  Student  Association  workers  to  pioneer  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  unselfish  service  program,  the  value  and  joy  of  which 
is  for  the  first  time  being  experienced.  During  the  great  influenza 
epidemic,  where  six  million  people  died,  one  Secretary  enrolled 
over  200  high  caste  Hindu,  and  nearly  as  many  Mohammedan 
students,  who  met  at  5  A.  M.  daily  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  their 
medical  kits,  and  then  scattered  through  all  parts  of  the  city 
serving  sick  men,  women  and  children  of  every  caste  and  social 
grade. 

“I  am  a  Hindu,  but  if  this  is  practical  Christianity,  and  I  believe  it  i.s,  we  want  more 
of  it.’’ — Dr.  Haridhan  Dutt,  leading  physician  and  municipal  councilor  of  Calcutta. 

^  BECAUSE  of  the  unique  opportunity  for  the  establishment  of 
worth-while  friendships,  with  incalculable  value  to  future  inter¬ 
national  good  will. 

“If  the  Indian  student  tends  to  fall  an  easy  prey  to  wild  ideas  and  unscrupulous  men, 
it  is  at  least  partly  because  too  often  there  is  no  one  at  hand  with  sufficient  freedom 
from  other  duties  to  devote  himself  to  the  task  of  being  his  friend.’’ — K.  T.  Paul, 
National  General  Secretary  of  India. 


At.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Student  Conference,  Monoharabad,  India. 


^  lh('  program  is  adaptable  to  the  varyin^i:  needs  of 

tlie  local  situation,  ddu'  students  rc'alize  that  in  a  country  like 
their  own,  divided  by  caste,  religion  and  language,  there  is  need 
of  being  unit(‘d  on  some  common  ground.  The  Association,  with 
its  dormitories  in  which  men  of  all  religions  live,  with  its 
lectures  and  addresses  on  religion,  science,  democracy,  social 
f)roblems  and  other  themes;  with  its  libraries,  game  and  social 
rooms,  athletics,  social  functions,  classes  for  the  study  of  the 
Bible,  social  and  moral  problems,  oilers  a  way  for  them  to  work 
together  in  the  development  of  a  greater  solidity,  and  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  each  other’s  point  of  view. 

^  BECAl  Sf]  native  Indian  leaders  understand  and  appreciate 
the  work  that  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  has  already 
done. 


“The  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  India  is  beyond  praise.  What  I  have  seen  of  it  fills 
me  with  admiration  and  gratitude.  The  magnitude  and  the  many-sidedness  of  the 
operations  of  the  Association  are  a  wonder  to  me,  and  I  have  sometimes  felt  that  non- 
official  organizations  in  India  would  gain  in  persistence  and  boldness  of  conception  by 
a  study  of  the  aims,  methods  and  ideals  of  this  great  Movement.” — Rt.  Hon.  Srini¬ 
vasa  Sastri,  representing  India  in  the  British  Delegation  at  the  Washington  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Christian  students  and  professors  from  thirty-four  nations  in  conference  at  Peking,  China. 


“It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Indian  student 
delegation  seemed  to  strike  a  deeper  note  of  under¬ 
standing  and  win  a  larger  measure  of  sympathy 
than  any  other.  Their  fervid  nationalism,  their 
intense  zeal,  their  deep  spirituality  and  their  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  unseen  gained  for  them  special  interest  in 
the  Conference.” — The  Chinese  Recorder,  May,  1922. 


David  Z  .  T.  Yui  of  China  and  Soichi  Saito  of  .Japan, 
national  leaders  among  students  in 
their  respective  countries. 
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Q  Our  IMoveinent  may  become  an  international  roadway  for  tlie 
feet  of  men  of  all  nations  to  travel. 

Q  Our  Movement  may  become  one  of  the  first  to  project  a  spirit 
and  method  adapted  wholly  to  the  conditions  in  the  countries 
to  which  it  is  sent. 

Q  Our  Movement  may  become  one  of  the  first  Christian  move¬ 
ments  to  foster  a  Christianity  that  is  wrought  out  of  native 
experience. 

Q  The  Association  Movement  may  become  one  of  the  first 
Christian  Movements  to  trust  in  the  leaders  of  each  country 
rather  than  in  control  from  the  West. 

Q  Our  Movement  may  become  one  of  the  first  International 
movements  to  be  truly  international  and  cooperative.  Our 
influence  as  a  movement  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  number 
of  secretaries  employed  and  our  danger  lies  in  thinking  that 
this  general  influence  is  permanent  and  does  not  rest  upon  a 
continuous  effort  toward  a  worthy  goal. 


STUDENTS  OF  JAPAN 


An  American  college  graduate,  Secretary  at  Tokyo,  leading  Japanese  students  in  their  search 
for  moral  and  spiritual  truth. 

^  A  hot  fight  is  now  on  between  the  liberals  and  reactionary 
Imperialists  in  Japan,  and  the  deciding  factor,  a  few  years  hence, 
will  be  the  men  now  or  soon  to  be  in  the  colleges  and  high  schools. 
Already  they  have  registered  against  military  imperialism  for, 
according  to  Professor  Yoshino,  a  leading  professor  of  Imperial 
University,  ninety  percent  of  them  would  in  1919  have  voted  to 
give  Korea  autonomy  and  to  restore  Shantung  unconditionally  to 
China. 

^  Dean  Shailer  Mathews,  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  recently 
said:  “We  have  in  Chicago  what  I  supposed  was  the  largest  body 
of  students  in  the  world,  but  I  found  that  Chicago  is  not  in  the 
same  class  with  Tokyo.”  Thirty  thousand  college  men  and 
seventy  thousand  high  school  boys  constitute  the  student  army 
of  Japan’s  capital. 

^  These  students  live  in  public  boarding  houses,  which  are  too 
often  gateways  to  immorality  and,  at  best,  are  calculated  to 
make  men  careless  and  irresponsible.  The  city  is  plentifully  sup¬ 
plied  with  cheap  and  alluring  resorts  of  vice,  while  evil  literature 
has  an  immense  vogue.  In  the  face  of  such  perils  men  must  have 
all  the  resources  of  a  living  religion. 

^  The  student  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  have  tackled 
the  problem  from  within.  Today  there  are  sixty-seven  student 
Associations  in  Japan,  with  a  membership  exceeding  5,000. 
Twenty-three  buildings  are  devoted  to  student  activities. 

^  A  frankly  Christian  paper  has  reached  the  phenomenal  growth 
of  62,000  copies  and  is  distributed  in  1,028  non-Christian  schools 
with  the  consent  of  the  principals. 


